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Translated (imperfectly) by Google Translate 
 
ARNOLD PETROVICH KUDINSKY, ON THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS BIRTHDAY 
January 5, 2012 Arnold Petrovich Kudinsky, a remarkable mathematician, 
pedagogue and famous choirmaster would be 90 years old. 
 
Arnold Petrovich Kudinsky a man a legend, known far beyond the walls of Korabelki, 
who gave almost all of his life as a teacher in the department of applied mathematics 
and mathematical modeling. 
 
The students of the institute remember him as an eccentric professor. It seemed he 
was completely indifferent to his external appearance, and yet at first glance it was 
understood that Arnold Petrovich was truly intelligent, neat, well-mannered, with a 
strict and penetrating gaze through thick glasses. 
 
He was a demanding teacher, after the first course almost half of his students 
dropped out. On the chalkboardsboards in classrooms where he taught higher 
mathematics, his students wrote “Miracle Kudo.” At the first lesson, Arnold Petrovich 
looked at the blackboard and pronounced impressively: “Well, you don’t need to 
introduce yourself – it’s me.” 
 
Tales and legends about him were whispered along university corridors. He would 
surely have become a first-class actor if the times had favored him. He would kneel 
and beg students to step up to the chalkboard to prove a theorem. However, those 
who responded to this touching appeal, had no expectation of a better grade. Arnold 
Petrovich, after an explanation of some complex material, jokingly complained that 
he hadn’t graduated from circus school in vain: It would be nice if I just did 
somersaults, you would definitely remember it then. Despite his severity, he was not 
averse to jokes and even putting himself in the students’ place. He often left the 
class during exam name. Former students still remember the flawlessly delivered 
voice of Arnold Petrovich, loudly proclaiming from the corridor the approach of its 
owner: “Kudinsky is coming!” 
 
Sometimes this unusual teacher would suddenly respond to the whistle of a steamer 
outside the window and ask his students to name the musical note of the ship’s 
signal. The answers were followed by a heated argument that resulted in Arnold 
Petrovich invariably taking a tuning fork out of his brief case to determine the truth. 
 
His students feared him and loved him at the same time. Only he, possessing an 
impeccable sense of  humor and sharp tongue, could present the proof of a theorem 
in such a way that it was remembered for many years. His sayings were quoted and 
even collected as precious pearls. Few teachers are remembered with such gratitude 
as Arnold Petrovich Kudinsky. 
 
It seemed that his unusual fate was laid down from his very birth. Arnold Petrovich 
Kudinsky was born in 1931 in the city of Winnipeg in a Canadian communist family, in 
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love the Soviet Union. Soon after the birth of the first child, the family moved to 
Leningrad. 
 
He was the oldest child in the family, his sister Margarita was born six years later on 
January 5, on the same day as him.  
 
Childhood and school years of the future mathematician and renowned choir master 
were overshadowed by the beginning of the Great Patriotic War. Kudinsky’s father 
was called to the front and never returned. He died on September 26, 1941 near 
Petrozavodsk. His mother worked as an English teacher. She had to raise and educate 
two children alone. 
 
Arnold studied at school #284 on the 8th Kras Noarmeyskaya street. The educational 
institution was located in the building of the former 2nd street real school. This 
building has been preserved as a pre-revolutionary historical artifact. A revolving 
dome observatory sits on the roof of the northwest wing, while two hundred bronze 
barreled cannons are present. 
 
Arnold graduated from high school with a gold medal, despite the hardships of war 
and the tightening anti-foreigner campaigns. Passion for the exact sciences led him to 
the Faculty of Mathematics and Mechanics Lenin State Order of Lenin University. He 
studied under the famous Soviet mathematicians Grigory Mikhailovich Fikhtengolts 
and Elena Sergeevna Wentzel. 
 
In 1952 he completed a five-year course and left the halls of his alma mater. But the 
ambitious graduate who had completed his studies with honors, was not allowed to 
work in Leningrad. Probably, it was because of his nationality. Arnold Petrovich was 
assigned to the Komi SSR. The northern city of Pechora became his new home for the 
next four years and his first teaching experience. He started teaching mathematics in 
high school No. 21. He combined teaching lessons with work at the educational and 
consulting center of VZIIT All-Union Correspondence Institute of Engineers railway 
transport, settling down as assistant at the Department of Higher Mathematics. 
 
Life again acquainted Arnold Petrovich with an amazing contemporary. His colleague 
at the Pechora school, Yuri Azarov was a talented artist, teacher and writer, whose 
books years later were translated into many languages, and his paintings would 
decorate galleries around the world. His experience in the North would later form the 
basis of his novels "Solenga" and "Pechora". The two young teachers became good 
friends, supporting and learning from each other. 
 
Residents of Pechora, colleagues and schoolchildren, remembered Arnold Petrovich 
not only as a talented teacher. The young teacher organized a high school student 
choir on his own initiative. Later, selecting the most gifted children, he created a 
four-part ensemble, which continued after his departure. Years later, Arnold 
Petrovich would say to students: This is perfect, a higher level of life when a person 
starts to sing notes in a four-part choir. 



4 
 

Returning to Leningrad in 1955, he entered the graduate school of the Leningrad 
Institute of Engineering and Construction (LISI), but was not approved.  
 
Arnold's love for music never left him for a minute. His choirmaster experience at the 
Pechora school finally convinced him to continue professionally and in that year 1955, 
the purposeful young man began his music school studies at the Leningrad 
Conservatory specializing in chorale directing. 
 
With graduate school, things were worse. Having failed at LISI, the next year Arnold 
Petrovich entered graduate school at the Leningrad State Pedagogical 
Institute named after A.I. Herzen. But he did not stay long at the Department of 
Mathematical Analysis at one of the oldest educational institutions in the country. In 
those years, being intelligent, getting a secondary education and writing a 
dissertation at the same time, the state considered him to be almost a dissident, 
whose rights and opportunities needed to be limited for the sake of the tranquility of 
the country and its citizens. Accusations were made against him and Arnold Petrovich 
was expelled from the Leningrad State Pedagogical Institute. His post graduate 
studies and his musical activity had not interfered with each other in any way. At the 
school the talented student never faced the dissatisfaction of the teaching staff and 
did not receive any penalties on account of combining his music studies with graduate 
school. Was it basic envy, a desire to control an ambitious and hopeful choirmaster, 
or a banal desire to “curry favour”? History is silent. But the fact remains: he was 
not allowed to study at the same time at two educational institutions. 
 
But there were other paths. From 1956, he directed the choir of the Faculty of 
Physics, Leningrad State University, returning to his alma mater. It was there that he 
met his future wife Lyudmila Vasilievna Gusakovskaya. She would be his reliable 
support and love for life. In May 1970 they would have a daughter, Nina. Their 
apartment on Udelnaya would become a regular meeting place for numerous friends 
and acquaintances, an oasis for the Leningrad intelligentsia.  
 
He combined the choir leadership with teaching singing in the lower grades of school 
No. 254, and from 1959 he again began teaching mathematics - first at preparatory 
courses of the Lensovet Technological Institute, later - in the Leningrad Mechanical 
Technical Council of the Lensovnarkhoz, until 1962. 
 
Arnold Petrovich successfully graduated from the music school in 1958 and thanks to 
this, three years later he was able to fulfill his big dream – he entered the Leningrad 
Order of Lenin State Conservatory named after Rimsky Korsakov. In 1968, he left the 
the conservatory as a musicologist, a teacher of theoretical and historical disciplines. 
Amazingly, Arnold Petrovich lived comfortably in two pathways, twin passions of 
science and music. Until the end of his life, he combined pedagogical work in the 
Leningrad Shipbuilding Institute and management of the chamber choir of the House 
of Medical Workers. 
 
In some ways he really was a dissident. Having created in 1971 an amateur choir in 
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the home of medical workers, he introduced into it a repertoire of sacred music. It all 
began with the performance of Bach's chorales, and with Mozart. The choir, later 
called "Blagovest" [“Evangelism”], at the initiative of Arnold Petrovich himself 
became the first in the Soviet Union to perform Tchaikovsky’s “Liturgies of St. John 
Chrysostom.” 
 
But his main accomplishment was his revival of the music of the composer Vasily 
Fateyev, whose brilliant church pieces were banned during the years of Soviet power.  
Fateyev graduated from Kiev Theological School, and studied at St. Petersburg  
The composer's choirs were renowned in Russia and abroad largely thanks to Arnold 
Petrovich. He included several pieces by Vasily Fateyev in the choir's repertoire, 
introducing the public to a forgotten composer. This was a huge contribution not only 
to Orthodox culture, but also a real discovery from the point view of church music as 
an art. 
 
In the 1980’s, Arnold Petrovich was baptized in the Spaso-Pargolovskaya church, 
taking the name Arseny. 
 
His choir members loved to record his sayings, later composing a whole collection of 
them. At the conducter’s stand and at the institute, Arnold Petrovich was 
straightforward and ironic. 
 
His life ended abruptly. On June 7, 1996 he was running down a platform trying 
catch a train. But his heart gave out. He was only 65 years old. The funeral service 
was in the same church in which he was baptized. 
 
Arnold Petrovich Kudinsky's deeds and words matched his thoughts and beliefs 
throughout his life. He was not afraid to be honest, he was not afraid of an 
uncomfortable "mark in the fifth column." At the same time, with extraordinary 
methods, he instilled a love for the profession, taught his students to think on their 
own, taught them tweak tweak point of view and just be a human. Kudinsky loved to 
say: "What does a chorister who is serious about the Blagovest choir do? He thinks..." 
 
Happy Birthday, Teacher! 
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